Leigh  Urban  District  Council. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


For  the  Year  ended  December  Jist,  i8g6. 


TOWN  HALL,  LEIGH, 

February  26th,  1897. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Leigh  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, — 

I  beg-  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  regarding  the  mortality  and  sanitary 
condition  of  your  District  for  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1896. 

During  the  year  702  deaths  (males  382,  females  320)  were  registered  in  your 
District  giving  a  deathrate  of  19*9  per  1,000  on  the  estimated  population  of  35,250. 
In  addition  to  this  number  38  belonging  to  your  District  occurred  in  the  Workhouse 

and  4  in  the  Sanatorium,  further  raising  the  deathrate  to  21 T  per  1,000.  This 

compares  favourably  with  the  deathrate  of  the  preceding  year  when  it  was  27 '3  per 

1,000. 

The  deathrate  for  the  7  principal  Zymotic  Diseases  being  3-3  per  1,000  as 

against  7-4  per  1,000  for  the  preceding  year. 

The  number  of  births  registered  was  1,300,  Males  696,  Females  604,  giving  a 
birthrate  of  36*9  per  1,000  against  38*9  for  the  preceding  year  when  1,352  births 

were  registered. 

The  excess  of  births  over  deaths  for  the  year  being  556.  Of  the  1,300 

births  232  died  during  their  first  year,  being  at  the  rate  of  178  per  1,000  as 

against  227  for  1895. 

The  birth  returns  are  sent  in  for  Westleigh,  Pennington  and  Bedford  as  a 

whole  and  the  birthrate  for  each  Ward  is  not  given. 

The  number  of  deaths  in  the  respective  Wards  were  as  follows  : — 


Ward. 

Number  of 
Deaths. 

Deathrate. 

Population. 

St.  Mary’s 

155 

22-14 

7,000 

St.  Thomas’s  ... 

96 

18-8 

5,100 

St.  Joseph’s 

94 

20-4 

4,600 

St.  Peter’s 

79 

27-2 

2,900 

St.  Paul’s 

101 

21-1 

4,700 

Central  ... 

87 

16-5 

5,250 

West  . 

52 

14-4 

3,600 

South 

38 

18-1 

2,100 

Total  .. 

702 

35,250 

The  high  deathrate  in  St.  Peter’s  Ward  is  partly  due  to  the  Cage  Accident  in 
February  at  the  Westleigh  Colleries  when  8  men  were  killed. 


The  following  table  gives  the  mortality  at  various  ages':  — 


Ward. 

Under  1 
year 

1 

and  under 
5 

5 

and  under 
15 

15 

andunder 

25 

25 

and  under 
65 

Over 

65 

St.  Mary’s 

57 

33 

3 

6 

38' 

18 

St.  Thomas’s 

32 

16 

1 

3 

32 

12 

St.  Joseph’s  ... 

33 

14 

4 

4 

25 

14 

St.  Peter’s 

27 

16 

4 

7 

17 

8 

St.  Paul’s 

24 

28 

4 

7 

24 

14 

Central 

32 

11 

7 

4 

21 

12 

West . 

14 

14 

4 

2 

12 

6 

South  ... 

13 

6 

2 

1 

12 

4 

Total 

232 

138 

29 

34 

181 

88 

During  the  year  the  District  was  entirely  free  from  Small-Pox. 


SCARLET  FEVER 

Was  very  prevalent,  398  cases  being  reported,  with  18  deaths,  14  being  under  5  years 
They  were  distributed  as  follows  : — 


St.  Mary’s  Ward 
St.  Thomas’s  ,, 

St.  Joseph’s  ,, 

St.  Peter’s  ,, 

St.  Paul’s  ,, 

Central  ,, 

West  ,, 

South  ,, 


92 

52 


cases 


36 

25 

90 

52 


43 

8 


>  ) 

y  y 


398 


4  deaths. 

5 
1 
0 
3 
3 
1 
1 


18 


One  hundred  and  six  cases  were  treated  at  the  Sanatorium  with  three  deaths, 
two  belonging  to  St.  Joseph’s  and  one  to  West  Ward. 

The  rate  per  cent,  of  deaths  to  cases  being  5 '2. 

Advantage  has  been  taken  of  the  means  of  isolation  at  the  Sanatorium  by  a 
large  number  with  great  success.  Others  have  refused  to  go,  and,  where  imperfectly 
isolated,  have  been  the  means  of  spreading  the  contagion  and  keeping  the  disease 
prevalent  in  the  District. 

I  would  urge  your  Council  the  advisability  of  having  a  Disinfecting  Apparatus 
erected  for  the  disinfection  of  bedding  and  clothing  in  your  District,  the  one  at  Astley 
being  practically  useless  for  this  purpose  on  account  of  distance  and  expense. 


DIPHTHERIA 


Caused  4  deaths,  16  cases  being  reported. 


MEMBRANOUS  CROUP 


17  cases  with  7  deaths. 


TYPHOID  FEVER 


Caused  11  deaths,  65  cases  being  reported.  They  were  distributed  as  follows  : 


St.  Mary’s  Ward 

St.  Thomas’s  , , 
St.  Joseph’s  ,, 

St.  Peter’s  ,, 

St.  Paul’s  ,, 

Central  ,, 

West  ,, 

South  ,, 


11  cases 


10 


20 


10 

0 

1 


y  y 


65 


1 

0 

1 

0 

7 

1 

0 

1 

11 


death. 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 


During  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  6  cases  were  treated  at  the  Sanatorium 
with  1  death,  belonging  to  St.  Mary’s  Ward. 

The  rate  per  cent,  of  deaths  to  cases  being  18-4. 

Two  of  the  cases  were  imported  into  the  District. 

In  several  cases  the  fever  was  contracted  through  indiscriminate  visiting  and  want 
of  attention  to  the  ordinary  rules  of  cleanliness.  In  a  large  number  of  cases  insanitary 
conditions  were  found  to  exist,  viz.  :  untrapped  drains,  defective  slopstone  pipes,  filthy 
unpaved  yards,  dirty  houses.  In  six  cases  the  privy  was  strongly  suspected  of  causing 
the  increase  of  the  outbreak,  and  the  waste  water  system  of  closets  advised  in 
preference. 

Five  cases  of  Continued  Fever  was  reported,  with  two  deaths. 

PUERPERAL  FEVER 
Caused  4  deaths,  8  cases  being  reported. 

ERYSIPELAS 

42  cases  being  reported  with  no  deaths. 

MEASLES 

Was  the  cause  of  18  deaths,  all  being  of  children  under  5  years  of  age.  All  these 
deaths  occurred  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  and  were  due  to  the  epidemic  prevalent 
at  the  end  of  1895,  during  which  year  107  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  this 
disease.  A  disease  which  is  popularly  considered  a  most  trifling  ailment,  and  which 
could  be  fairly  controlled  if  parents  and  guardians  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  take  the 
most  ordinary  precautions  for  isolating  the  infected  patient. 


WHOOPING  COUGH 


Caused  13  deaths.  What  has  been  said  of  measles  applies  equally  to  scarlet  fever  and 
this  disease. 

DIARRHCEA 

Was  the  cause  of  54  deaths,  50  of  these  being  of  children  under  5  years  of  age. 
This  compares  favourably  with  the  preceding  year,  when  112  deaths  were  registered. 


The  deaths  were  distributed  as  follows  : — 

St.  Mary’s  Ward  ...  ...  14 

St.  Thomas’s  ,,  ...  ...  6 

St.  Joseph’s  ,,  ...  ...  8 

St.  Peter’s  ,,  ...  ...  5 

St.  Paul’s  ,,  ...  ...  8 

Central  ,,  ...  ...  6 

West  ,,  ...  ...  3 

South  ,,  ...  ...  4 

Total  ...  54 


PHTHISIS  OR  CONSUMPTION 
Caused  37  deaths,  as  against  48  for  the  preceding  year. 

Diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs,  as  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia,  caused  170 
deaths,  as  against  199  for  the  preceding  year. 

Influenza  has  been  present  more  or  less  throughout  the  year  causing  3  deaths, 
and  is  an  important  factor  in  indirectly  increasing  the  death-rate  from  Respiratory 
Disease. 

Heart  Disease  was  the  cause  of  32  deaths. 

Injuries  caused  25  deaths,  the  largest  number  (10)  of  these  being  in  St.  Peter’s 

Ward,  when  eight  out  of  the  ten  were  killed  in  a  cage  accident  at  West  Leigh 
Collieries. 

300  deaths  were  referred  to  diseases  unclassified. 

During  the  year  numerous  complaints  were  made  with  regard  to  the  abominable 
stench  arising  from  the  accumulation  of  sewage  at  Common  Lane,  Plank  Lane.  This 

was  reported  upon  and  further  visited  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  in  August.  The 
nuisance  has  frequently  occurred  and  been  temporarily  dealt  with,  with  unsatisfactory 
results.  It  is  now  being  relaid  with  18  ins.  cast-iron  pipes  with  Penstocks  at  intervals 
of  about  100  yards,  so  that  any  sediment  lodging  in  the  sewer  through  mining 
operations  can  be  readily  cleaned  out.  This  work  will  be  completed  in  about  six 
weeks,  and  the  nuisance,  I  hope,  abated. 

Numerous  complaints  have  also  been  made  with  regard  to  the  nuisance  arising 
from  the  present  system  of  Nightsoil  removal.  If  the  ashpits  were  smaller  and  more 

frequently  emptied,  and  the  householder  would  refrain  from  emptying  slops  and  vegetable 
refuse  into  them,  the  nuisance  would  be  greatly  reduced. 


Unpaved  Streets,  Private  Streets  (including  Back  Streets  and  Passages)  have 
been  largely  dealt  with  during  the  year  to  the  advantage  of  both  Owner  and  Occupier  ; 
and  it  is  proposed  to  deal  with  a  still  larger  number  during  the  present  year. 

During  the  year  15  houses  have  been  closed  as  unfit  for  human  habitation,  and 
nine  houses  have  been  pulled  down. 

In  seven  cases  the  closing  order  was  adjourned. 


SUMMARY  OF  NUISANCES  FOR  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31,  1896. 


Nuisances  reported  to  Committee  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  364 

,,  abated  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  347 

,,  still  under  notice  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Notices  served  on  Contractors  for  removal  of  nightsoil  ...  ...  1637 

,,  and  letters  served  on  Owners  and  Occupiers  of  property.  237 
Houses  disinfected  after  infectious  disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  345 

Canal  boats  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

Number  dealt  with  for  infringing  Acts  and  Regulations  ...  ...  4 


The  following  insanitary  conditions  have  been  dealt  with 

Defective  House  Drains 
Foul  Ashpits  made  dry 
Privies  and  Ashpits  Removed 
,,  ,,  Repaired 

New  Privies  and  Ashpits  Erected 
Houses  Repaired 

Defective  Sink  Pipes  and  Gullies 
Filthy  Houses... 

Defective  Roofs 
Insanitary  Yards 
Defective  Water  Closets 
Sink  Pipes  connected  directly  with  Dra 
Defective  Spouting  ... 


168 

66 

31 

49 

46 

90 

25 

30 

24 

68 

19 

3 

42 


The  Seventeen  nuisances  not  abated  are  in  hand. 


1  enclose  Tables  A  and  B  required  by  the  Local  Government  Board  and  County 
Council. 


I  am,  gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  KING, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


